Children's Advocacy Centers™ of Texas, Inc.

Year 2010 Team Excellence Awards

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS

Children’s Advocacy Centers of Texas is once again seeking to recognize outstanding professionals and volunteers who have acknowledged the merits of collaboration when working on behalf of child abuse victims and who have brought excellence from their specific field to the multidisciplinary team approach in an active or developing Children’s Advocacy Center within the state of Texas.

Award Categories

Full and Developing Member Centers may submit nominations for an individual in one or more of the following categories:
Professional Team Excellence Awards Division

· Law Enforcement

· Prosecution (attorneys only)
· Child Protective Services

· Mental Health Professional

· Medical Professional
· CAC Family Advocate  
· CAC Executive Director

· CAC Staff Member
· Forensic Interviewer (CAC/MDT designated interviewers)
Volunteer Excellence Award Division

· CAC Board Member

· CAC Direct Service Volunteer

Professional Team Excellence Awards are intended to recognize individuals who, in their professional capacity, have made a significant and outstanding contribution to an active or developing Children’s Advocacy Center in Texas during the past year.

Selection Criteria Include:

· Exhibition of outstanding professional qualifications in the development, continuation and enhancement of the Children’s Advocacy Center model.

· Demonstration of dedication to the mission of CACTX to work collaboratively within a multidisciplinary team setting to improve the community’s response to child abuse, allowing child abuse victims to heal and ensuring perpetrators of abuse can be brought to justice.

· Engagement in activities – ongoing actions or special events – that promote the Children’s Advocacy Center in his or her community.
Volunteer Excellence Awards are intended to recognize individuals who, serving in a volunteer capacity, have demonstrated commitment and dedication to a Children’s Advocacy Center in Texas during the past year.

Selection Criteria Include:

· Exhibition of outstanding volunteer qualities resulting in the development, continuation and enhancement of a Children’s Advocacy Center.

· Participation in activities designed to heighten community awareness regarding the issue of child abuse and the mission and services of Children’s Advocacy Centers.
· Engagement in actions – ongoing or special events – that promote the Children’s Advocacy Center in his or her community.

Deadline for nominations is August 13, 2010 and all entries must be postmarked on or before this date in order to be considered by the selection committee.  Winners and their nominators will be notified by September 30, 2010. Awards will be presented and winners recognized during the 2010 CACTX Annual Conference at a special reception at the Omni Austin Hotel Downtown on Monday, October 25, 2010 in Austin, Texas.  All nominees not selected will receive Honorable Mention recognition. Each of these individuals will also be notified of the Honorable Mention award, in writing, and invited to attend the October 25th reception where, if in attendance, they will be recognized publicly and awarded a certificate.
Nominating Procedures

1. Entries may be submitted by staff, team and/or board members of Full or Developing Member Centers.

2. Centers are limited to one nomination in each of the nine categories listed above.

3. Entries must include a completed Nominee Introduction Form and Essay Questions not to exceed a total of 600 words addressing the questions on the attached sheet. Use of other forms, attachments, or entry formats will not be accepted. Note that additional pages can be used to answer essay questions but those responses cannot exceed 200 words per question.  Please be sure to answer the questions appropriate for a nominee in either the Professional Excellence or Volunteer Excellence award categories.

Please keep in mind the Selection Committee will base its selections totally on information provided in the Essay Questions and on the Nomination Form. No additional information about nominees or about the programs with which they are associated is provided by CACTX to the committee. Therefore, it is vital that the form and the narrative be as comprehensive as possible.  Please focus primarily on accomplishments of the nominee related to the CAC or child abuse field in the past year, although providing context of their past involvement and accomplishments is acceptable.

4. Past recipients of Team Excellence Awards are ineligible for nomination.  Individuals who have been nominated but have not received Team Excellence Awards in the past are eligible for nomination.

5. The Award Selection Committee reserves the right to reassign entries to the most appropriate award category.

6. All nominations must be postmarked on or before August 13, 2010.  Faxed and E-Mail submissions will not be accepted.

7. All entries should be emailed to Program Specialist Lynn Meng lmeng@cactx.org or mailed to Children’s Advocacy CentersTM of Texas, Inc. at 1501 West Anderson Lane Bldg. B-1, Austin, TX 78757.  For further information call Lynn at 1/800-255-2574 ext. 108.

TIPS FOR WRITING A SUCCESSFUL NOMINATION

· Do not attach a resume or vitae for nominee.  List Education History/Credentials and Career History/Credentials on the application form.  Highlight credentials specifically related to the child abuse field.

· Do not use any other forms, attachments or formats.

· Be sure to answer the question specifically.

· Be sure to type your responses to the questions.  Handwritten submissions will not be accepted.

· Focus primarily on accomplishments of nominee related to the CAC or child abuse field in the past year, although providing context of their past involvement and accomplishments is acceptable.

· Be as comprehensive as possible about nominee and your CAC in answering essay questions.  Selection Committee will not be provided with any additional information about nominees or programs by CACTX.

· Adhere to 200-word limit for each essay question.

· Answer appropriate essay questions for either Volunteer OR Professional nominee.

· Be specific in addressing the Selection Criteria as outlined in the three essay questions.

· Remember:  many outstanding dedicated professionals and volunteers work in the child abuse field with CACs throughout Texas.  The key to a successful nomination is identifying a way to make your nominee stand out from the crowd!  Be specific; give examples.
· Remember:  centers are limited to one nomination in each of the ten categories. 
CACTX YEAR 2010 TEAM EXCELLENCE AWARDS

NOMINEE INTRODUCTION

Please provide all information requested below. Failure to complete any portion of this form may result in disqualification of the nominee. Submit completed form, along with essay questions (limit 600 words total). Submissions must be emailed to lmeng@cactx.org or mailed to CACTX, 1501 West Anderson Lane Bldg. B-1, Austin, TX 78757 and postmarked no later than 8/13/10.  For more information call 1/800-255-2574 ext. 108.  Use only the form provided; no attachments will be accepted.  Please type your responses.  Handwritten nominations will not be accepted.  Remember centers may only nominate one individual for each award category.  
Information About Nominee:
	Name:
	
	
	Title:
	

	Organization/Agency:
	

	CAC Affiliation (if different from above):
	

	Email Address:
	

	Mailing Address:
	

	Phone:
	
	
	Fax:
	


Award Category:
( Law Enforcement



( CAC Executive Director



( Prosecution



( CAC Staff Member




( Medical Professional


( CAC Volunteer Board Member




( Child Protective Services


( CAC Direct Service Volunteer




( Mental Health Professional

( Forensic Interviewer



( CAC Family Advocate
Education History/Credentials:  (Do NOT use attachments – List Degrees, Certifications, etc.)

	

	

	

	

	


Career History/Credentials: (Related to child abuse field)
	

	

	

	


References: (Include two)

	Name:
	
	
	Name:
	

	Title:
	
	
	Title:
	

	Phone:
	
	
	Phone:
	


Information about Nominator:

	Name:
	
	
	Title:
	

	Organization/Agency:
	

	CAC Affiliation (if different from above):
	

	Email Address:
	

	Mailing Address:
	

	Phone:
	
	
	Fax:
	


PROFESSIONAL TEAM EXCELLENCE AWARDS

A. What outstanding professional qualities has the nominee exhibited resulting in the development, operation and enhancement of a Children’s Advocacy Center? Give specific examples of how nominee has contributed to the success of the local CAC program or organization. (Limit: 200 words)

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


B. How has the nominee exhibited these qualities and demonstrated dedication to the mission of CACTX to work together so that the victims of child abuse cases can heal and the perpetrators of such crimes be brought to justice?  Give specific examples of how the nominee has demonstrated a commitment to the MDT approach and enhanced case outcomes.  (Limit: 200 words)

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


C. What significant activities has the nominee engaged in to promote a Children’s Advocacy Center in his or her community, i.e., community awareness activities?  (Limit: 200 words)

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


VOLUNTEER EXCELLENCE AWARDS

A. What outstanding volunteer qualities has the nominee exhibited resulting in the development, operation and enhancement of a Children’s Advocacy Center? How has nominee contributed to the success of the local CAC program or organization?  (Limit: 200 words)

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


B. What significant activities has the nominee engaged in to heighten community awareness regarding the issue of child abuse in his or her community, i.e., community awareness activities?  (Limit: 200 words)

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


C. What significant activities has the nominee engaged in to promote a Children’s Advocacy Center and its mission in his or her community, i.e., community awareness activities?  (Limit: 200 words)

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


